
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 p10330c-10334a 
Hon Norman Moore; President; Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Giz Watson; Hon Wendy Duncan 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [6.51 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the President. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Before we take the vote, I will make a few general comments, being 
the last sitting day of this year, and invite other members to follow with some comments if they wish. Firstly, I 
start by thanking and congratulating all members and staff for another constructive, fruitful year in the 
Legislative Council. Everyone has played their part in making 2011 a year in which we can hold our heads high 
in terms of how legislation was dealt with, how the committees have contributed and how we took major steps 
forward, for example, just a few minutes ago, in upgrading our standing orders. 

To the Leader of the House, Hon Norman Moore, ministers Hon Simon O’Brien, Hon Peter Collier, Hon Robyn 
McSweeney and Hon Helen Morton, together with parliamentary secretaries Hon Donna Faragher, Hon Michael 
Mischin and Hon Wendy Duncan, the Whip, Hon Ken Baston, and all Liberal and National Party members, I 
thank and congratulate you for a very constructive year.  

To the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Sue Ellery, and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Hon Kate Doust, 
together with your Whip, Hon Ed Dermer, and all Labor members, I congratulate you on your hard work, which 
is very evident in this chamber, during the year and the way that you have contributed to the Legislative 
Council’s role as a house of scrutiny and accountability.  

To Hon Giz Watson and the other Greens members, I also add my congratulations and thanks for the part you 
have played in all the proceedings of the house—in the debates, questions and committee work. 

I think the house has generally acquitted itself very well in terms of its role in accountability and scrutiny, and 
members have upheld the reputation of the Legislative Council. I add a special mention to the Deputy President, 
Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, and thank him for his help and assistance throughout the year. A lot of things go 
unseen by many members but the Deputy President assists me in my role as President in several other areas, 
particularly in ambassadorial protocol roles, which can be quite time consuming, at times demanding, and at 
times good fun. I thank him very much for his role generally.  

To the Deputy Chairmen, Hon Col Holt, Hon Jon Ford, Hon Ken Travers, Hon Brian Ellis and Hon Michael 
Mischin, I appreciate the assistance and the efficiency with which you conduct your role in the chamber.  

I also thank the Parliament House staff; the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock; the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake; the Clerk 
Assistants, Paul Grant, procedure, and Michael Baker, committees, initially; the Usher of the Black Rod, Dr Julia 
Lawrinson; the advisory officer, procedure, Grant Hitchcock; and parliamentary officers, procedure, Chris Hunt 
and Peter Axford. Can I specifically mention that with the restructure of some of the staffing positions in the 
Legislative Council this year, all those officers have adjusted to their new roles extremely well and they do a 
very professional job. To the chamber staff, Peter Gale, Brian Conn, Selena Flynn and Hayley Brown, thank you 
very much for your assistance. The members, I know, appreciate enormously that you are there to help in all 
aspects of their role in this chamber.  

We have also had some baby additions to the staff this year, which, as I alluded to last year, were pending. I 
report and congratulate that Lisa Parrella has a baby boy named Cristian Antonio; Kelly Alcock has a daughter, 
Samantha Marie; and Lisa Peterson has a girl, Hannah.  

I add my thanks to parliamentary officers Tina Beale and Janice Shaw, who particularly assist the Leader of the 
House and ministers; executive assistant to the Clerk, Ms Corinne Briant; my own personal assistant, 
Ms Lorraine Coogan; and the President’s Steward, Anthony James, who of course looks after your needs very 
well in the members’ lounge. 

The committee system in the Legislative Council is an important part of our structure, and I express my 
appreciation to David Driscoll and staff, and add my thanks and congratulations to the various chairmen and 
chairpersons of standing committees and joint committees of the Legislative Council, and the committee staff 
who participate in that work so well. 

Thanks to the Parliamentary Services Department, headed by Mr Russell Bremner, with Rob Hunter, the Deputy 
Executive Manager, and his staff, who perform their duties outstandingly in this Parliament, particularly Enno 
Schijf, the Catering Services Manager, and the head chef, George Webb, who was acknowledged for 30 years’ 
service just a few weeks ago, and his dedicated team. 
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Members, 2011 was a year containing many events and milestones. Can I add our appreciation to Mr Tony 
Paterson, the Security Manager, and his staff; to Belinda Corey and everybody involved in Hansard—we all 
know they do an incredible job in producing the official records of the Parliament; to Judy Ballantyne, 
parliamentary librarian, and all of her staff, who are accommodating and efficient; and to the staff of the Finance 
department, headed by Dawn Timmerman, who were, as previously noted, recognised by the Auditor General for 
their efficiency and very good work.  

Information Technology is headed by Mr John Buchanan, with his staff; the Parliamentary Education Office is 
headed by James Sollis, with his staff—they, I am sure members agree, do a very good job in our interests. 
Building Services is headed by Graham McDonald, and they are largely unseen but they are always there when 
we need them, and we really appreciate it. While we are talking about people in that department, I would also 
like to thank and mention the assistant manager for Building Services, Mr Peter Pascoe—who is recovering from 
health issues; we certainly wish him well and look forward to his return to work in 2012—and project manager 
Dan Cochrane. These people can be called upon at any hour, and they always oblige with a smile.  

I thank the Dining Room Manager, Mark Gabrielli and his staff, including the bar staff, Deb, Lee, Steve and 
Anna and everyone else involved in the bar. It is actually the members’ lounge; it is not the members’ bar any 
more. They are extremely cooperative and provide an outstanding service to members.  

The gardens around Parliament House are always immaculate. On behalf of members I thank Mr David Boag 
and his staff and express our appreciation for the work they do to maintain Parliament House as such an 
attractive place. I thank also the parliamentary telephonists, headed by Cathy Harrison, who we know was 
awarded a Public Service Medal during the year for outstanding service, Rosalie Arnold and Lorraine Lewis, 
and, once again, a special mention to Marilyn David, who was a very long-serving telephonist in this Parliament, 
and who is recovering from illness. We wish her all the best.  

Many members may not know this person exists but he is a very vital part of this establishment, the gym 
instructor, Mr Joe Lubout, who does an outstanding job shaping the fitness minded. Joe decided to retire at the 
age of 70, which occurred in August, but the Parliamentary Services Department convinced him that he was still 
too young—he does look too young—so he will continue to work part-time on sitting days. He was thrilled 
because he did not realise that that was an option.  

During the year we had a couple of departures. I thank Donald Allison and the former President’s Steward, 
Andrew Gardos, who retired during the year. He contributed outstanding service to this institution.  

As the year draws to an end I would like to advise members that the Parliamentary Services Department will, as 
it does every year, commence its summer capital works program. This extended period provides an opportunity 
to make the necessary improvements to our facilities without disrupting the business of the respective houses. 
This year’s program will involve significant upgrades to our security infrastructure and, most notably, there will 
be changes to how visitors and guests are welcomed to the Parliament. The focus will be on improving the level 
of security to more closely reflect what most people expect from a building of this importance and in this era. 
For members, the changes will be almost seamless because their current security passes will mean they bypass 
additional security measures and continue to access and egress the building with ease. However, there will be a 
requirement for members to carry their security passes at all times, as some areas will be restricted to the public, 
and will require access via a security pass. There are many changes to further safeguard our members and staff 
and to enhance our security controls. We appreciate that many members have been asking for this for some time 
and, accordingly, will welcome the changes. The Speaker and I are fully supportive of the changes, and we will 
carry our passes at all times. Finally, I would like to congratulate our security team who, for a long period, have 
done an outstanding job with very limited resources. Our commitment is to make the Parliament more secure for 
its users and we are pleased to be part of these improvements.  

In conclusion, I wish members a terrific time with your family and friends in the next coming weeks, during the 
festive season and in the summer holiday period. I wish all members and staff a well-earned break from the daily 
rigours of parliamentary and electorate life. It is time for us all to take a deep breath and reflect and refocus on a 
busy year in 2012. Merry Christmas and good health and much happiness for 2012.  

Members: Hear, hear!  

The PRESIDENT: The Leader of the Opposition. Sorry; the Leader of the House! 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [7.04 pm]: Do you know 
something I do not know, Mr President!  

Thank you Mr President; it is interesting that you should say that because it was only a few weeks ago when I 
thought this might be my last speech in this place. I know that some people are very disappointed that it is not, 
but that is the nature of politics. But let me just say this: I have made a decision to stay on in this role for lots and 
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lots of reasons. Fundamentally, the timing was totally unsuited to what I seek to do with my life. But can I make 
it very clear to the house that the suggestion by at least one journalist that it had something to do with who my 
successor might be in this chamber is absolute rubbish. So we can dispense that to the speculation of journalists.  

Mr President, as you have already acknowledged everybody by name, I will just take this opportunity to mention 
a couple of people whom I particularly want to thank before we move on. I thank you, sir, for the work that you 
do for the Legislative Council and the very good natured way in which you manage the affairs of this chamber. 
Your deputy, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, has a similar approach to managing the house, and I am also very 
grateful for the work that he does. I particularly want to acknowledge the contribution of my ministerial 
colleagues, Simon O’Brien, Peter Collier, Robyn McSweeney and Helen Morton. They work very hard, I know. 
Being a minister is hard work, and I thank them for the work that they do. To the parliamentary secretaries, 
Donna Faragher, Michael Mischin and Wendy Duncan, I thank them very much again for the work that they do 
in the clamber in their roles. 

I thank all the members of the black hand gang for their loyalty and their support throughout the year. With the 
new standing orders, they will be able to say a lot more in the future, so that is good, because being a backbench 
member of government is not a place to be if we want to make lots of speeches, and some opportunities will now 
arise for them as a result of the new standing orders. 

I also acknowledge the contribution of the other leaders in the house, Hon Sue Ellery, Hon Giz Watson and Hon 
Wendy Duncan, and their colleagues. I thank them for the contribution that they make to this chamber. I thank 
the Clerk, the Deputy Clerk, the two Clerk Assistants, the Usher of the Black Rod, and all the house staff, for the 
way they manage this chamber. They do a superb job, and I thank them very much for that. I especially want to 
thank them again for the standing orders committee work that they have done, and to say they can be very proud 
of their achievements. Let us hope the standing orders are as good as we think they are going to be, and I do say 
thank you for a job very, very well done in that respect. 

I especially want to say thank you also to Julie Holmes, who works in my office, and to Tina Beale and Janice 
Shaw, who also assist in the management of the house on behalf of the Leader the House. They are very 
competent people, for whom no task is too great, and I am very grateful to them for what they do. To all of the 
other staff whom you have mentioned, Mr President, I thank them again for the contribution they have made. 

I also want to say best wishes to everybody for the parliamentary break, because associated with that is 
Christmas and the New Year; so best wishes for that part of the year. I hope you get the chance to give your 
families the attention they deserve, because, as we all know, they are the people who generally miss out on 
seeing us for much of the year. It is an occasion to take advantage of family opportunities. So I wish everybody a 
very special time of the year and thank them again for their contribution to the house.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [7.07 pm]: Mr President, I want to 
endorse the list of people whom you have thanked, on behalf of the house, who keep the house functioning well. 
I add my thanks to you, in particular, Mr President, for your guidance.  

When reflecting on the issues for the year, two things stand out. One is that it has been a relatively quiet year in 
terms of the legislation that we have had before the house, and I look forward to seeing whether that changes 
next year. The other issue that stands out is the one that has dominated parts of my Wednesday for the last two 
years, and that is the standing orders review that we have just completed. I have already put on the record once 
that I will not be participating in the review in about 12 months’ time.  

I wish the government members well for the festive season ahead. I now want to turn to the Leader of the House. 
I had the most beautifully crafted speech written and ready to go. I had pulled out quotes from various 
contributions and from some of the special moments that have appeared during the contributions of the Leader of 
the House in the various sides that he has sat on. But I am taken back to his comment last year, when he said, “I 
am only halfway through my parliamentary life”. That turns out to be true. I was going to end by wishing the 
Leader of the House a white Christmas, but I cannot do that any more. I do not want to dwell on it, but I know 
personally that the Leader of the House had to make a difficult decision and so I wish him in particular a 
peaceful Christmas as he comes to terms with what might have been! 

Hon Norman Moore: It will take longer than that! 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I want to thank Julie Holmes in Hon Norman Moore’s office who is always courteous and 
professional in her assistance when she deals with me. I want to thank my own colleagues, the members of the 
team. It is the case that whatever members might think about the opportunities they have been given as 
backbenchers in government and how tough that is, I have sat there and it is a hell of a lot better than sitting on 
this side, so they should relish it while they have it. I would like to thank in particular, in my team, my deputy, 
Hon Kate Doust, for her assistance. She loves it when I am not in this place because she gets to boss people 
around as well, and she does it well. To the opposition Whip and his deputy, thank you for staying in the 
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chamber and keeping me supplied with the things that I need to be supplied with and for your forbearance and 
hard work as ever. I thank the members of the Greens (WA) and wish them well for the festive season as well. I 
want to place on the record that it has been nice having Malcolm Peacock back with us this year. That is no 
reflection on the Deputy Clerk, but it is good to see that Malcolm is back after what was a difficult health scare 
last year. I particularly thank my electorate office staff, Julie, Sam, Shannon and Emm, who keep the wheels 
moving, not just in my portfolio but also in my additional duties as leader of the Labor Party in this house. I 
particularly want to thank Donna and Rod who assist with the organisation of parliamentary matters for me. Next 
year is the pointy end of the electoral spectrum, therefore I wish all members, but particularly those on my side, 
the very best for the festive season. I urge them to rest well because the hardest work is still ahead of us. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [7.11 pm]: On behalf of the Greens (WA) I want to join in making 
some comments before we adjourn for a well-earned rest. I add my thanks to all parliamentary staff who do an 
extraordinary job very professionally. I can think of no criticism of any part of the parliamentary services 
system. I think it all functions extraordinarily well and deals with members when we are not always the easiest 
people to deal with, and I acknowledge that in situations of pressure and stress that parliamentary staff are 
absolutely faultless in the professional service they provide. I thank the members of the government for 
enjoyable and challenging debating opportunities and, as always, I think the Greens have participated very fully 
in the bills that we have debated this year and the various committee activities. I make a particular point of 
thanking the staff of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. I think they have done an 
extraordinary job for that committee, which I chair. What else can I say? I also comment, having participated in 
the review of the standing orders, that although it was a very lengthy process, it was carried out in a very good 
spirit of cooperation in dealing with very difficult conversations about the rules of this place and I think we did a 
good job. We nearly fell over right at the end when we got to the debate, which I could almost see coming, and 
perhaps we should have done it a week earlier so that we were not quite as tired. But we did get there and I 
actually enjoyed the process. That might be strange, but I am really pleased that we have done a very 
comprehensive review and I have confidence that we will have much better standing orders for this place. It was 
a big job and I think people have been putting off doing it, therefore I think we should all be congratulated for 
having got there. With those comments I wish everyone all the best for a festive season and a suitable rest and 
break ready for next year. 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [7.14 pm]: Mr President, I 
endorse the remarks of the other leaders in the house and particularly your very comprehensive list of all the 
people who work in this place to make our lives easier. It is a good time to stop and reflect on exactly how many 
people look after all the various functions of Parliament because it all runs so smoothly that we probably do not 
realise the amount of work that goes into it and also the leadership that is necessary by those who are in charge 
of the various departments to ensure that everything runs smoothly. I certainly concur with your remarks. In 
particular, the Nationals were discussing the staff here within the house, and how cheerful and quick they are to 
anticipate our needs, and we decided amongst ourselves that they are better than the staff in the other place, but I 
do not know whether there should be an annual competition or something! Certainly, we greatly appreciate the 
work that they do. 

Another person I would like to particularly thank is Anthony, the President’s Steward. When Andrew left I was 
devastated; I thought I would never have one of those absolutely irresistible cups of tea again, but Anthony has 
obviously been taught well. I find the tea is so good that Anthony brings me a mug now so that I can have one, if 
not two, so he is doing an excellent job and I greatly appreciate it. But that does not detract from everybody else 
who are certainly absolutely essential to the smooth running of our Parliament. 

I would also like to thank my colleagues. We have had a very good year and we have enjoyed each other’s 
company. There are times when the debate is quite ferocious, perhaps that might be too strong a word — 

Government members: Robust! 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN: Robust, thank you, yes, from the words that are used in press conferences! 

But I think that is healthy and in fact we thoroughly enjoy that within the Nationals. I think that we are a pretty 
interesting bunch of people and we come together with a cause that does not necessarily attach back to a 
particular philosophy. I thank you all for your support during the year and for the work that you have done; it has 
been very good.  

I thank the Leader of the House; I have enjoyed learning from him and working with him and his ministers and 
my colleagues the parliamentary secretaries. I look forward to achieving more next year. To the Labor Party, Sue 
and her team, I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you as well and seeing how you work and the hard work 
that you put in. As an opposition you have certainly worked hard and done your job. The same applies to the 
Greens; you are always thorough in dealing with legislation and certainly I find it quite illuminating to hear the 
debate and work with you.  
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I also mention our own staff who assist the Nationals, in particular Grady Powell, who is our executive officer, 
and Jane Bevan. Members may have met Jane; she is all over the place like a rash. She takes life very seriously, 
she is very focused on detail and certainly has helped us greatly this year in researching legislation and ensuring 
that we have the information we need to come into this house. 

Finally, it is a time for reflection and it is a time to spend with family. Really, the most important thing for all of 
us is to enjoy that time of family and to celebrate our homes, families and communities. It is also important to 
rest because we all work incredibly hard, even though perhaps we are not quite credited for it at times. As other 
members have noted, next year is a big year for all of us and we are certainly looking forward to it. All the best 
and thank you.  

The PRESIDENT: I inform members that the usual refreshments are available right now in the Legislative 
Council lounge following the end of these proceedings.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 7.19 pm 
__________ 

 

 


